were forced into exile after the Spanish Civil War,1 and there were many others who left afterwards, spurred by Franco's reprisals or by the realization of the impossibility of pursuing sociology in a context where academic freedom was violated repeatedly. In this respect, therefore, the history of sociology shows the impossibility of separating scientific evolution from historical time and circumstances. This is particularly relevant in relation to the sociology of religion in a country where Catholicism has played a dominant role. The centrality of the Catholic Church in the political, social and cultural struggles of Spain has greatly influenced the establishment of the conditions and characteristics of the study of religion. It is vital to keep in mind that the battle in Spain between the clerical and anticlerical has shaped the history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and that the Catholic Church maintained its influence in the country thanks to a dictatorial regime that lasted more than forty years . In this sense, the historian of religions Francisco Díez de Velasco observes:
The study of religions is not favourably regarded by those who embrace the Spanish National-Catholic ideology or the Catholic integrism and who reject the study of religious matters from a pluralist perspective; for those who adopt the opposite view, that of Spanish anticlericalism or even an explicitly antireligious ideology, the study of religion and even religions, in plural, is regarded with suspicion (and seen as covert clericalism). 2009: 125 This inevitably made the emergence and consolidation of the sociology of religion difficult and also explains the belated and obstacle-riddled development of religious studies in Spain (Marcos 2009).
Circumstances, though, have changed, and since 1978 the democratic constitution has guaranteed the freedom of religion and academic freedom in the universities. Since then the study of religion has become institutionalized in the university context and acquired increasing scientific rigor. One proof of this is the creation of the secr (Sociedad Española de Ciencias de las Religiones
